GARIEP LODGE OF MARK MASTER MASONS
No. 1662 ENGLISH CONSTITUTION

CONSECRATED: 23 SEPTEMBER 1989
JURISDICTION: DISTRICT GRAND LODGE OF MARK MASTER
MASONS OF SOUTH AFRICA, WESTERN DIVISION
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
MEETING: SPRINGBOK

During the mid-1980°s, W. Bro. Hugh Gibbs, who was a Past Master of the St. George Mark Lodge in Cape Town,
visited Oranjemund fairly regularly for business as a representative for Nampak. He attended the Optima Craft
Lodge in Oranjemund whenever his visits coincided with their meetings. It was during these visits that he suggested
that Oranjemund consider forming a Mark Lodge and thus the seed was sown and plans made to make this possible.

A number of the Optima Lodge members then travelled to Cape Town during the years 1986 -1989 and were
advanced in the St George Mark Lodge in a series of multiple workings. V.W. Bro. Ray Wainwright, who was also
a member of St. George Mark Lodge, said that during that time, for almost two years they held workings to advance
these Oranjemund candidates and despite being very active did not recruit many members for St George Mark Lodge
itself. These multiple Advances had some very interesting variations from normal Advancements and made a lasting
impression on the Candidates and Officers.

The late W. Bro. Herbert Gadd-Claxton, who visited Optima Craft Lodge for their installation, heard about this plan
to open a Mark Lodge and persuaded his son W. Bro. Dan Gadd-Claxton, our current Deputy District Grand Master,
who was at that time a Past Master of the Phoenix Lodge of Namaqualand, to be advanced in the Van Der Stel Mark
Lodge in Somerset West, so that he could also assist as a Founder Member of the Gariep Mark Lodge.

On 23" September 1989, a large contingent of the District Grand Lodge of the Mark Master Masons South Africa
Western Division under the leadership of the then District Grand Master, R.W. Bro. Robin Schell, travelled up to
Oranjemund and the Gariep Mark Lodge was duly consecrated, and W. Bro. H. Gibbs was Installed as Worshipful
Master.

Many arrangements had to be made for accommodation and banquet facilities for all the visiting Brethren and their
wives. Mrs. Kotie St. John Reid and wives of Lodge members attended to these duties which was much appreciated
by everyone.

The Gariep Lodge was well supported and flourished for some 14 years until the diamond mines started to downscale
operations and a large number of the members retired or were transferred elsewhere. As there was a still a number
of members in Springbok and Cape Town it was decided to move the Gariep Mark Lodge to Springbok in September
2005. This proved successful and positive by shortening the travel distance for the District and Cape Town members.

The Optima Lodge in Oranjemund has subsequently handed in its warrant and is there is no active masonry in the
town. The building and its furnishings, however, are still being cared for by two masons that still live there.

The Phoenix Lodge of Namaqualand in Springbok, where the Gariep Mark Lodge currently resides is also struggling
with a small local active masonic membership, but fortunately the lodge building is on a sound and independent
financial footing.



FOUNDER MEMBERS

Edward John Adams Keith John Brooke

Roy Stanley Fields Daniel Lawrence Gadd-Claxton
Hugh Gibbs Leslie Martin Marshall

Dennis Barrie Milsom David Roy Pearson

James Gordon St. John Reid Errol Anthony Trethewey

Joseph Patrick Twiggs Pierre Joubert van der Westhuizen

George William Yearling

FOUNDING OFFICERS OF GARIEP

Worshipful Master W. Bro. Hugh Gibbs.
Senior Warden Bro. Keith John Brooke
Junior Warden Bro. James St, John Reid
Master overseer Bro. Joseph Patrick Twiggs
Senior Overseer Bro. Edward John Adams.
Junior Overseer Bro. Roy Stanley Fields
Treasurer Bro. George William Yearling
Secretary Bro. Leslie Martin Marshall
Senior Deacon Bro. Errol Anthony Trethewey
Junior Deacon Bro. Pierre Joubert van der Westhuizen
Director of Ceremonies Bro. Daniel Lawrence Gadd-Claxton
Inner Guard Bro. Dennis Barry Milsom
Tyler Bro. David Roy Pearson
PAST MASTERS

W. Bro. H. Gibbs 1989

W. Bro. K.J. Brooke 1990

W. Bro. G.W. Yearling 1991

W. Bro. L.M. Marshall 1992

W. Bro. E.J. Adams 1993

W. Bro. D.L. Gadd-Claxton 1994

W. Bro. J. Alexander 1995

W. Bro. C.J. Jones 1996

W. Bro. W. Howe 1997

W. Bro. L Nieuwoudt 1998

W. Bro. K.G. Dixon 1999

W. Bro. C.P. Hanekom 2000

W. Bro. J.H. De Kock 2001

W. Bro. J. Alexander 2002

W. Bro. J.A. Darné 2003

W. Bro. L. Nieuwoudt 2004

W. Bro. W. Howe 2005

W. Bro. W. Howe 2006

W. Bro. W. Howe 2007

W. Bro. C. Mostert 2008

W. Bro. C. Mostert 2009

W. Bro. J.H. De Kock 2010

W. Bro. J.H. De Kock 2011

W. Bro. J.H. De Kock 2012

W. Bro. B.M. Stone 2013

W. Bro. B.M. Stone 2014

W. Bro. W. Howe 2015

W. Bro. J.H. De Kock 2016

W. Bro. J.H. De Kock 2017

W. Bro. D.L. Gadd-Claxton 2018

W. Bro. D.L. Gadd-Claxton 2019



